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1. Preface  

With the object of ensuring the navigational safety of large ships passing through Danish waters, the Danish 

government has established a transit route between Skagen (the Skaw) and the area northeast of Gedser. The route 
is named ñRoute Tò. When passing through the entrances to the Baltic Sea, ships should note that the maximum 

obtainable depth in most parts of route T is 17 metres. However, in the area northeast of Gedser areas the maximum 
obtainable depth is reduced to 16.4 metres due to sand migration.  

Route T is marked by light buoys and lights. Danish pilot assistance is available from Skagen to Allinge on the island 
of Bornholm. Under ice conditions Danish icebreakers will, as far as possible, render free assistance to shipping. 

In spite of the good buoyage, naviga tion through Danish waters presents, however, in certain areas difficulties to 
large ships due to narrow waters, sharp bends, strong currents and shallow depths.  

To ensure shipping, the environment and the fixed link across the Storebælt (Great Belt) in th e Eastern channel and 

the Western channel, a mandatory ship reporting system called BELTREP has been established. A vessel traffic 

service, Great Belt VTS, has been established in connection with the mandatory ship reporting system BELTREP. 

The Danish Maritime Authority has issued an order concerning on the mandatory ship reporting system BELTREP and 
navigation under the East Bridge and West Bridge in the Storebælt (Great Belt), see section 3.2.3 and 7.2. 

In all parts of Danish waters intensive fishing is c arried out by large and small fishing vessels, and a large number of 
pleasure craft are sailing in these waters during the summer season. 

A mandatory Ship Reporting System in the Sound between Denmark and Sweden (SOUNDREP) has been established 

on the 1 September 2011, see section 7.3.  

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted an amendments to the recommandation on navigation 

throuh the entra nces to the Baltic Sea (Adopted on 23 October 2007), see section 7.4 

Note: This publication is undergoing changes and updates. Therefore not all figures and charts are up to date . 

List of Abbreviations:   

1. ALRS  Admiralty List of Radio Signals  

2. DW  Deep Water (route)  
3. DWT  Dead Weight Tonnage  

4. ETA  Estimated Time of Arrival  
5. IMO  International Maritime Organization  

6. ITZ  Inshore Traffic Zone(s)  
7. NP.  Admiralty Navigational Publication No..  

8. SOLAS Safety of Life at Sea  

9. TSS  Traffic Separation Scheme  
10. UT (GMT) Universal Time (Greenwich Mean Time)  

11. VTS  Vessel Traffic Service 
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2. Planning  

2.1 Publications  

English publ ications  

 Admiralty Notices to Mariners  
 Admiralty List of Lights and Fog Signals NP 76  
 Admiralty Tide Tables NP 202 vol. I I European Waters  
 The Marinerôs Handbook NP 100  
 Admiralty sailing Directions NP 18  

Danish publications (Note: some are in Danish only)  

 Efterretninger for Søfarende (EfS) (Danish Notices to Mariners) and Søkortrettelser (Chart Corrections)  
 Dansk Fyrliste (Danish List of Lights) 
 Tidevandstabeller Danmark (Tide Tables, Denmark) 
 Kort 1 (INT 1) / Symbols, Abbreviations and Terms used on Charts 
 Afmærkning af danske farvande version 8.0 
 Den danske Lods, generelle oplysninger 
 Den danske Lods, farvandsbeskrivelser 
 Den danske Lods II 
 www.danskelods.dk 
 Den danske Havnelods, Erhvervshavne 

 Bag om Søkortet 

2.2 Danish Charts for passage  

 

Nos in International Chart Series  

 
Check out updates on this link:  http://www.danskehavnelods.dk/indexkort/danskesoekort.html  

http://www.danskelods.dk/
http://www.danskehavnelods.dk/indexkort/danskesoekort.html


  92 (INT 1300)  114 (INT 1377)  141 (INT 1370)  158 (INT 1376)  

101 (INT 1301)  128 (INT 1379)  142 (INT 1368)  189 (INT 1336)  

102 (INT 1302)  131 (INT 1331) 143 (INT 1369)    

103 (INT 1303)  132 (INT 1332)  151 (INT 1375)    

112 (INT 1380)  133 (INT 1333)  152 (INT 1373)    

 

2.3 Operational requirements and recommendations  

2.3.1 Reporting of Dangerous or Polluting Goods  

In order to prevent and reduce the damage to the environment in case of an incident involving vessels carrying 
dangerous or polluting goods, the Danish authorities require that such ships, bound for or leaving Danish ports, 

provide the Danish authorities with certain information. The requirements for this information are laid down in the 

Danish Statutory Order no. 1286 of 24 November 2010 on the Provision of Information on Dangerous or Polluting 
Goods on board Vessels (Ministry of the Environment). The Order is available- and can be downloaded at the web site 

of the Danish Maritime authority:  
 

http://www.dm a.dk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Legislation/Orders/2010/BEK-1286-24112010-
reporting%20of%20information%20on%20dangerous%20or%20polluting%20goods%20on%20board%20ships.pdf 

 
 

2.3.2 Reporting of incidents  

To enhance the safety and efficiency of maritime traffic and improve the response of authorities to accidents, 
incidents or potentially dangerous situations at sea, including search and rescue operations, and to further establish a 

firm knowledge on ships in Danish ports, a Community vessel traffic monitoring an d information system has been 
established. Accordingly ships are obliged to provide information on incidents to the Admiral Danish Fleet and pre-

arrival information etc. to the Danish port in question. The requirements for this information are laid down in  the 
Danish Statutory Order no. 1021 of 26 August 2010 on technical regulation on a vessel traffic monitoring and 

information system in Danish waters and ports. The Order is available- and can be downloaded at the web site of the 

Danish Maritime Authority: 
 

http://www.dma.dk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Legislation/Orders/2010/BEK1+21-26082010-
trafikovervågning%20og%20informationssystem.pdf 

 
2.3.3 The Great Belt  
 

Recommendations for large ships and ships carrying INF -Cargoes   

The entrances to the Baltic Sea are difficult to navigate, the waters are shallow and currents are strong. The 
navigation of large ships and ships carrying INF-cargoes therefore constitutes a potential hazard to international 

shipping and a danger of pollution. In order to prevent such incidents IMO has adopted a recommendation for ships 
with a draught of 11 metres or more and ships irrespective o f size or draught carrying shipments of INF - cargoes. See 

sections 7.4. 

Ships passing the Great Belt Bridge through The Eastern Channel and the Hatter Barn  areas  

In order to assist ships passing the Great Belt Bridge and Hatter Barn areas, a VTS mandatory Ship Reporting System, 
BELTREP, operated by Great Belt VTS with a radio reporting system has been established. Reporting to BELTREP is 

mandatory under the SOLAS convention for all ships of 50 GT and above and ships with an air draught of 15 metres 

or more. The Great Belt VTS will  

1. Broadcast information of general interest for shipping in the area concerning the traffic situation  
2. Provide individual navigational assistance for a shipôs decision-making with a view to avoid collision with the 

Storebælt (Great Belt) bridges, collisions between ships and groundings in areas difficult to navigate.  

3. Recommend suitable anchorage for ships in cases of breakdown, adverse weather, low visibility, changes in 
the indicated depth of water, etc.  

The VTS makes use of radar surveillance, AIS information, infrared cameras and TV cameras. A guard vessel is on 

stand by for rapid action in the bridge area. See sections 3.2.3 and 7.2.  
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2.3.4 The Sound 

 

Ships passing through the Sound 

In order to safeguard shipping and the environment in the Sound as well as the air traffic to and from Copenhagen 

Airport, Kastrup, a ship reporting system has been established by the name of SOUNDREP. The ship reporting system 

is operated by a Vessel Traffic Service, Sound VTS. All ships of 300 gross tonnage and above must participate when 

navigating within the operational area of SOUNDREP. Sound VTS will broadcast relevant information concerning safety 

of navigation and provide information to shipping  about specific and urgent situations, which could cause conflicting 

traffic movements.The VTS makes use of radar surveillance and AIS information, see section 7.3.  

 

2.3.5 Bunkering 

Ships providing bunkering services and ships participating in bunkering operations in Danish territorial waters must 

perform such operations in accordance with Danish Statutory Order no. 733 of 25 June 2007. The Order is available- 
and can be downloaded at the web site of the Danish Maritime Authority -  

 

http://www.dma.dk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Legislation/Orders/2007/BEK -733-25062007-
transfer%20of%20bunker%20oil%20between%20ships%20in%20Danish%2 0territorial%20waters.pdf  

 
2.3.6 Ship - to -ship transfer of oil cargo  

Ships performing ship-to-ship transfer of cargo in in Danish territorial waters must perform such operations in 
accordance with Danish Statutory Order no. 734 of 25 June 2010. The Order is available- and can be downloaded at 

the web site of the Danish Maritime Authority -  

 
http://www.dma.dk/SiteCollectionDocuments/Legislation/Orders/2007/BEK -734-25062007-

transfer%20of%20oil%20cargo%20between%20ships%20in%20Danish%20territorial%20waters.pdf  
 

 

2.4 Addresses  

The Danish Maritime Safety Administration  
Overgaden o. Vandet 62 B  

P.O. Box 1919  
DK-1023 Copenhagen K  

Phone: +45 32 68 95 00  

Fax: +45 32 57 43 41  
E-mail: frv@frv.dk  

Web site: www.frv.dk   

The Danish Maritime Authority  

Vermundsgade 38 C  
P.O. Box 2605  

DK-2100 Copenhagen 
Phone: +45 39 17 44 00  

Fax: +45 39 17 44 01  
E-mail: sfs@dma.dk  

Web site:www.dma.dk  

 
The Danish Pilotage Authority 

Kastellet 1 
DK-2100 Copenhagen 

Phone: +45 7240 5480 

E-mail: dpa@lodstilsynet.dk 
Web site: lodstilsynet.dk 

 
The National Survey and Cadastre  

Rentemestervej 8  
DK-2400 Copenhagen NV  

Denmark  

Phone: +45 72 54 50 00  
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Fax: +45 35 87 50 51  

E-mail: kms@kms.dk  
Web site: www.kms.dk 

The Danish Meteorological Institute  

Lyngbyvej 100  

DK-2100 Copenhagen 
Denmark  

Phone: +45 39 15 75 00  
Fax: +45 39 27 10 80  

E-mail: dmi@dmi.dk  

Web site: www.dmi.dk  

Admiralty Danish Fleet (MRCC) 

Postbox 1483 
DK-8220 Brabrand 

Phone:+45 8943 3099 
E-mail: sok@mil.dk 

Web site: www.forsvaret.dk  

 
Maritime Assistance Service (In case of oil polution, groundings etc.) 

Postbox 1483 
DK-8220 Brabrand 

Phone: +45 8943 3099 

E-mail: mas@sok.dk 
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3. Navigational Description  

3.1 Overview of inner Transit Routes in Danish Waters  
Note: TSS ñRügen ò, TSS ñBornholmsgat ò and TSS ñAdlergrundò as well as VTS -areas are not shown on  

the overview.  

   
 

 


